COVID-19 vaccine: Frequently asked

guestions
September 2021

Receiving a vaccine at French St Hall, Lalor

What is the key call |vaccination is now available for eligible people at the French Street Hall,
to action for the 47A French St, Lalor VIC 3075

community?
People need to bring
o Valid form of identification (for example, driver’s licence, proof of
age card or passport)
e Medicare Card or IHI (if you have one)
'What are the Clinic will be open:
opening hours of e Thursday 7th October — Sunday 10th October

\vaccine sites?
e Between the hours of 9:30 — 5pm

How can | book an |You do not need to book an appointment. This is a walk in clinic only and
appointment? will operate via a ticketing system.

'Which vaccine is People will be offered both AstraZeneca and Pfizer.
being provided? e People aged 60 years and over will be given AstraZeneca

e People aged 16-59 years will be given Pfizer.

Other key People who have symptoms of COVID-19 will not be offered a vaccine.
information People with symptoms should get tested and go straight home.

\Will | be able to be [Privacy booths are available, you can request from staff when you arrive.
\vaccinated
privately?

Are first and second [First and second doses of COVID-19 vaccine are being delivered.

doses being If you are coming forward for your second dose, make sure your first dose
delivered at this was before 14 September if you received Pfizer and before 24 August for
site? Astra Zeneca.

If you have booked a second dose vaccination somewhere else and would
prefer to get vaccinated at the French Street Hall, please cancel

lyour existing appointment directly with the vaccine provider. Doing so will
help another Victorian access their COVID-19 vaccine earlier.

Other key People who have symptoms of COVID-19 will not be offered a vaccine.
information People with symptoms should get tested and go straight home.

Eligibility and consent

\Who is eligible to get |Everybody aged 12 years and over can get vaccinated.
\vaccinated?
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Is it mandatory to get
\vaccinated?

It is not mandatory to get vaccinated.

By getting vaccinated, you are helping protect yourself, your family and
our whole community.

Does a parent or
guardian have to give
permission for a
person under 18 to get
\vaccinated?

Consent may be given in a number of ways for people aged 12-17 years:

e Aparent or guardian can attend the vaccine
appointment with the young person and provide consent for
them (note: only one parent or guardian may attend with the
young person).

e Ayoung person may attend a vaccination centre with

a consent form signed by a parent or guardian. Click here to
download and print the form.

e Ayoung person may provide their own consent, if a
senior and experienced immuniser assesses that they are
able to make this decision.

Vaccine safety

Is the vaccine safe for
children?

The Pfizer vaccine has been approved and is safe for children aged 12
years and over.

Have clinical trials been
conducted to ensure
COVID-19 vaccines are
safe for children?

Yes, the Therapeutic Goods Association (TGA) has carefully evaluated
the evidence of the safety and effectiveness of the Pfizer vaccine for
young people. This evidence includes clinical studies with young people
aged 12 — 15 years. An independent expert advisory committee on
\vaccines also reviewed the evidence and supported the approval of the
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for young people.

The TGA also monitors evidence of vaccine use in other countries
where the Pfizer vaccine is being provided to young people.

'You can read more about the approval process vaccines go through
before they can be used in Australia by visiting the TGA website.

Can | receive a COVID-
19 vaccine if | am
pregnant?

Yes, you can get a COVID-19 vaccination at any stage of pregnancy.
If you are pregnant, talk to your doctor before you get a COVID-19
\vaccine.

\What research supports
pregnant people getting
the COVID-19 vaccine?

/Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) has
advised that there is a body of evidence supporting the safety of mMRNA
COVID-19 vaccines (such as Pfizer) in pregnancy, which makes it safe
for pregnant people to have the Pfizer vaccine at any stage of
pregnancy.

This recommendation is based on expert advice from both the
IAustralian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI)

and Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists (RANZCOG) .

'You can read more about the approval process vaccines go through
before they can be used in Australia by visiting the TGA website.

How safe is the COVID-
19 vaccine for my
unborn baby?

Global surveillance data from large numbers of pregnant women have
not found any significant safety concerns with COVID-19 vaccines
given at any stage of pregnancy. There is also evidence of antibody in
blood and breastmilk, which may offer protection to infants through
passive immunity.

Can | receive a COVID-
19 vaccine if | am
breastfeeding?

Yes, if you are breastfeeding you can have the Pfizer or AstraZeneca
\vaccine. You do not need to stop breastfeeding after vaccination.
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https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-consent-form-for-covid-19-vaccination
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-consent-form-for-covid-19-vaccination
https://www.tga.gov.au/covid-19-vaccine-approval-process
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/learn-about-covid-19-vaccines/about-the-pfizerbiontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://ranzcog.edu.au/statements-guidelines/covid-19-statement/covid-19-vaccination-information
https://ranzcog.edu.au/statements-guidelines/covid-19-statement/covid-19-vaccination-information
https://www.tga.gov.au/covid-19-vaccine-approval-process

Can | receive a COVID-
19 vaccine if | am trying
to become pregnant?

Yes, you can get your COVID-19 vaccine. People who are trying to
become pregnant do not need to delay vaccination or avoid becoming
pregnant after vaccination.
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